
I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S  

December 11: 
8-12 Math workshop 
   7:30-2:30 in the PDC 

December 12: 
Reading Support meeting 
   9:00-11:30 in the PDC 

December 16: 
HS Language Arts workshop 
 11:30-2:00 at the HS 

December 17: 
PDCT meeting 
  4:30-6:30 in the PDC 

December 18: 
Curriculum Ad Staff 
 9:30-11:30 in the PDC 

December 22-January 2: 
Holiday break, no students or staff 

January 6: 
6th grade Language Arts workshop 
 1:00-3:30 at Farms 

January 7: 
4th grade Math workshop 
  8:00-3:00 in the PDC 

January 8: 
1st grade Math workshop 
  9:00-4:00 in the PDC 

January 12: 
3rd grade Language Arts workshop 
  9:00-11:30 in the PDC 

January 13: 
HS Language Arts workshop 
 11:30-2:00 in the PDC 

January 14: 
Kindergarten Math workshop 
  9:00-4:00 in the PDC 

January 15: 
7th grade Math workshop 
  7:30-2:30 in the PDC 
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Designing Online Learning Projects 
In a recent Phi Delta Kappan article titled  

“Wondering + Online Inquiry = Learning” (by Diane Sekeres,  

Julie Coiro, Jill Castek and Lizabeth Guzniczak, pp. 44-48), I found 

the following table that provides excellent guidance for designing 

an online project.  Keep in mind that the “Design” feature is what 

the teacher will put into place while the “Reasoning” feature is the 

“why” behind the teacher design.   

January 20: 
5th grade Math workshop 
  9:00-4:00  in the PDC 

January 21: 
Curriculum Ad Staff 
  9:30-11:30 in the PDC 

January 29: 
HS Social Studies workshop 
   7:30-2:30 at the HS 
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Creekside teacher 

Matt Gutteridge 

teaches his peers 

how to use Google Forms 

during our Technology  

Integration professional 

development day.  

INTERESTING WEBSITES 

http://www.mindmeister.com/   
Great way to brainstorm and create a mind map 
 
https://infogr.am/app/#/home  
Create cool graphs for sharing data 
 
http://www.readworks.org/rw/passages-building-reading-stamina? 
utm_source=Email&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=11.5.14%20Stamina%20Registered 
Free Resources for building reading stamina in students 
 
http://www.readworks.org/rw/k-12th-grade-passages-question-sets? 
utm_source=Email&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=11.11.14%20QS%20K-12 
Free reading passages covering all subject areas 
 
http://www.resa.net/curriculum/curriculum/science/curriculum/ngss/ 
Science and Engineering Education site with free classroom posters 

Career and Technical Education (CTE) Best Practices  
The “CTE Best Practices” web page, required under Senate Bill 66, is now live on the Michigan Department of  

Education website.  The web page contains information for district and CTE educators, school counselors, parents, 

students and others on the following: 

 Earning Academic Credit in Career and Technical Education (CTE) 
 Best Practices in CTE 
 A list and description of secondary CTE programs in Michigan 
 Links to related web pages 

The web page is located at http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-6530_2629_70047---,00.html. 

http://www.mindmeister.com/
https://infogr.am/app/#/home
http://www.readworks.org/rw/passages-building-reading-stamina?utm_source=Email&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=11.5.14%20Stamina%20Registered
http://www.readworks.org/rw/passages-building-reading-stamina?utm_source=Email&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=11.5.14%20Stamina%20Registered
http://www.readworks.org/rw/k-12th-grade-passages-question-sets?utm_source=Email&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=11.11.14%20QS%20K-12
http://www.readworks.org/rw/k-12th-grade-passages-question-sets?utm_source=Email&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=11.11.14%20QS%20K-12
http://www.resa.net/curriculum/curriculum/science/curriculum/ngss/
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-6530_2629_70047---,00.html
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“If your dreams do not scare you, they are not big enough.” 

by Ellen Johnson Sirleaf 

Technology Staff, 

Mr. Pumford,  

Mrs. Carpenter, and 

Dotty Selix help first 

graders take the  

ELA Interim practice 

assessments so that 

we can provide  

feedback to the 

State of Michigan. 

Lynn Luck (2nd Grade) engages students  

in solving a  story problem. 
Eve Putman (3rd Grade) helps students with 

their subtraction skills.   
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Last week, I was made aware that the high school was going to be having a  

parent meeting on the topic of “grading practices.”  In talking with Mr. Mainka, 

I learned that the heart of the meeting would center on standards-based grading 

practices because  more and more teachers at the high school are moving from the 

traditional 100-point grading scale to the standards-based 4-point grading scale.  

This got me thinking about grading and a book that has been sitting on my 

nightstand for a few months.  So what did I do?  I read the book of course!  The title of the book is 

Grading Smarter Not Harder:  Assessment Strategies That Motivate Kids and Help Them Learn (ASCD, 

2014) by Myron Dueck.  The author is a high school social studies teacher who has made it his mission 

to better understand the affect grading practices have on learners and how teachers can impact  

learning by grading smarter.   

 The author discusses the need to be extremely mindful of what we send home as homework 

because homework designed to “yield identical answers from every student” may not be meaningful 

and provide the best picture of a student’s understanding of targeted concepts.  He shares that this 

type of homework more closely reflects a culture of “compliance” over engagement.  Mr. Dueck uses 

quite a few pages to provide insights into how homework affects disadvantaged students and what 

meaningful homework looks like to all students.   

 If you are working on establishing good formative assessment strategies and learning targets 

(CASL Training would fit) as part of your professional development plan, then chapter 3 “Unit Plans” 

is powerful.   Mr. Dueck provides guidance on how to ensure that students take ownership in their own 

learning through teacher designed processes.  The author spends time discussing big issues such as  

“re-testing” and “creativity” for motivating students to engage in learning.   

 While the book did not directly answer my questions around standards-based grading, it did 

help me better understand the effective practices necessary for establishing clear learning targets and 

strategies for effectively assessing student learning.  Pick it up, it is worth the read.  If you would like to 

borrow the book from me, just let me know.  

2014-15 SRI WINDOW 

WINTER:  12/1/14 — 2/6/15 

  Elementary (4th grade must be done Jan. 6th -16th), FIS & MS required  

SPRING:  3/2/15 — 5/15/15 

   4th grade (must be done May 1st -15th) and HS required  
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According to Rick Wormeli, some of our educational practices hurt student achievement and maturation!   
Here are a few practices that crush hope, cause disengagement and build resentment in students: 

 Not accepting late assignments 

 Giving zeros for missing assignments 

 Not allowing redos  

 Giving only partial credit for late assignments that demonstrate mastery of the content 

 
He recommends the following practices to ensure engagement, hope, perseverance, and lifelong  
learning: 

 Think of redos as practice attempts.  “True competence that stands the test of time comes with  
 reiterative learning.  We carry forward concepts and skills we encounter repeatedly, and we get better at 

retrieving them the more we experience them.” (Wormeli) 

 Think of redos as preparation for a professional career.  “Adult professionals actually flourish through 
redos, retakes, and do-overs.” (Wormeli).  Lawyers practice debate, teachers practice lesson delivery, 
pilots practice landings and take offs, etc. 

 Redos, retakes, and do-overs require students to meet higher standards resulting in more learning.  It is 
more work for teachers as well. 

 
Wormeli’s suggestions to make “redos, retakes, and do-overs possible” (pick and choose from the list): 

1. Ask students to return the original with the redo and to write what is different. What did they learn as a 
result of the do-over? 

2. Give alternate versions of the assessment.  

3. Let all stakeholders know that redos are at the discretion of the teacher. 

4. Students must submit a plan for relearning, an explanation of the new learning, and then they can redo 
the assignment. 

5. If students don’t follow their learning plan – ask them to write an apology letter to their teacher and  
parents for breaking their trust. 

6. Require parents to sign the original assignments so they're aware that their children have required  
multiple attempts to achieve the standard.  (not in homes of neglect or abuse) 

7. Two or three redos is the maximum. 

8. If the same student repeatedly asks for redos, something's wrong. The content is not  
developmentally appropriate, there are unseen issues at home, or perhaps there's an  
undiagnosed learning disability. Investigate. 

9. Push for redos of critical content. 

10. Allow students who get B’s and C’s to redo work just as much as students who earn D’s and E’s. 

11. Report low grades at report card time, but accept the assignments in the next quarter and change the 
grade. 

12. No redos or retakes the week before report cards. 

13. Replace poor grades with the most recent grade – don’t average them. 

14. Allow students to redo only the portions done poorly. 

Adapted from the November 2011 Educational Leadership magazine.  
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Studies validate the need for in-school reading of books that students are interested in and 

read with 95% accuracy  while understanding a "majority of the text".   

Allington (2013) recommends a comprehension minimum of 75%. 

This data was taken from Renaissance Learning program data.  The program  is similar to 

Accelerated Reader.  The study confirmed 3 things:  those who read the most make the most 

gains, teachers need to give students 35 minutes to read in order to get 25 engaged minutes 

of reading, and finally students only grow when they read books they comprehend.   

For more information go to:  http://educationbythenumbers.org. 

http://educationbythenumbers.org.

