
I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S  

May 4—14: 
AP Testing  

May 5: 
HS Social Studies workshop 
 7:30-2:30 at the High School 

May 7: 
Hands-On Science Night 
 4:30-6:30pm at the High School 

May 12: 
CASL Training, Cohort 2 @ WISD 

May 13: 
7-12 Math workshop 
 7:30-10:00am, High School media center 

May 13: 
K-6 Math workshop 
 1:00-3:30pm, High School media center 

May 14: 
PDCT Meeting 
 4:30-6:00pm in the PDC 

May 19: 
CASL Training, Cohort 1 @ WISD 

May 21: 
Curriculum Ad Staff 
 9:30-11:30am in the PDC 

May 25: 
Memorial Day, no school 

May 27: 
Legacy Graduation 
 7:00pm in the PAC 

May 28: 
7th grade LA at the Middle School 

May 29: 
Reading Support Meeting 
 9:00-11:30am in the PDC 

H A R T L A N D  C O N S O L I D A T E D  S C H O O L S  
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SRI WINDOW 
5/1/15 — 6/5/15 

4th grade and HS required  

New Curriculum Coordinator/
Math Coach  

Congratulations to Mr. Ethan Hawker! 

Ethan is a long-time high school math teacher and in recent years,  

staff technology trainer of trainers.  Ethan is excited to be given the  

opportunity to work with our math teachers as we implement the  

re-aligned math program.  He will also continue to lead professional 

development involving technology and more specifically,  

the implementation of “Illuminate” as our new student data  

warehousing platform.   

Staff will find Ethan to be extremely approachable and willing to listen 

to best support teaching and learning.  In this position he will spend 

80% of his time as a math coach and Illuminate/data analysis   

professional developer.  The rest of his time will be spent working with 

other programs within the curriculum department such as HP4K, 

English Language Learners, Green School Effort, etc.  

Mr. Hawker works with students at the high school. 
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Hartland High School DECA sponsors (Business and Marketing Club) Jaime Riley, Nathan Oake, 
and Anne Hasseld have continued to create an educational environment conducive to 

producing outstanding student results and more importantly, experiences.  They have a passion 
for doing “whatever is necessary” to engage and motivate students to pursue well-thought-out 
goals in the business courses taken and club activities participated in at the high school.  This 

past week the following students shined at international competition. 

Kendra Rocha -  International Champion - Human Resources Management 
John Moraitis - Top 10 Finalist - Financial Consulting 
Betty Jellison - Top 10 Finalist - Sports & Entertainment Promotion 
Beau Breault & Colin Roedel - Top 20 Finalist - Financial Analysis Team Decision Making 
Jake Bokuniewicz & Brett Borseth - Top 20 Finalist - Financial Literacy Promotion  
Morgan Woodruff & Nick Russell - Top 20 Finalist - School Based Enterprise - Retail Store 
Jessie Hinkle - Harry S. Applegate DECA Scholarship Recipient 

Our students competed against over 16,000 international students from around the globe  
(US, Canada, Mexico, Puerto Rico, China, South Korea, Germany, Guam).  Each category had  

approximately 200 students involved in the competition.  What is even more outstanding is that 
Hartland High School sent 60 students to this event. The next highest high school count for 

Michigan was Novi High School with 33 student participants. 

Hartland High School DECA 
 International Champion Kendra Rocha  Hartland High School DECA Students at Disney for Internationals  
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Congratulations to the 2015 Hartland High School Eagle newspaper staff on their results at the Michigan  

Interscholastic Press Association's Spring awards ceremony. The online Eagle website and the print Eagle 

newspaper received Silver ratings for achievement in Writing/Coverage, Design, Photography, and  

Editorial Leadership. The staff also received several individual awards in the following newspaper  

categories for Division 1 schools: 

 2nd Place-Story Package: Kayla Kaszyca 

 3rd Place-Pro/Con Editorial Columns: Annie Breece and Keegan Hoose 

 Honorable Mention-Advertising Layout: Andrew Van Heusden 

 Honorable Mention-Front Page/Newsmagazine Style: Andrew Van Heusden (December issue) 

 Honorable Mention-Front Page/Newsmagazine Style: Hayley Mayo and Andrew Van Heusden 
(February issue) 

 Honorable Mention-Entertainment Page/Spread: Morgan Karinen 
 

Newspaper editors Brianna Rice, Morgan Karinen, 

Kayla Kaszyca, Victoria Zremski, and  

Andrew Van Heusden celebrate their success  

in the individual categories. 

“The philosophy of the school room in one generation, 

will become the philosophy (news) of government in the next.” 

-Abraham Lincoln 

“You must look at facts because they look at you.” 

-Winston Churchill 
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Draw lines to connect the comprehension skill to the definition on the right! 

Visualizing 

Connecting 

Predicting 

Synthesizing 

Inferring 

Questioning 

Determining Importance 

Abstracting 

Repairing Comprehension 

Analogizing 

Transforming 

I ask questions before, during and  

after reading  

Using "Fix-up" when meaning breaks 

down 

Combining ideas to create new  

understandings 

Creating pictures of characters, 

events, settings or ideas 

Identifying the Big Ideas, Theme,  

or Lesson in the text 

Drawing conclusions 

Identifying ways that texts are alike 

at the theme, character trait, or 

lesson level 

text to text, text to self, and text 

to world 

Identifying the main idea or the 

author's intent or purpose 

Using what I know to foresee the 

text content 

Using the theme or lesson to  

understand the world, other texts,  

or solve problems 

*see last page for answers 
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HELPFUL WEBSITES 

http://www.readworks.org/rw/k-12th-grade-literary-passages-questions?
utm_source=Email&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=4.22.15%20Literary 

Reading passages with good questions for comprehension and discussion. 

Increased Choice 

Equals Increased Engagement 
This study, published in the November Journal of Educational Psychology, is the latest in a long 

line of research showing students become more engaged when they have a say in class. Ms. Patall 

said she also saw anecdotal evidence of why it's not a common practice: students felt more  

empowered by the multiple assignments, but teachers felt less so. "One of the other things that 

became very evident was teachers found this study kind of an imposition," she said. "They're not 

inclined to do this sort of thing, because it's more work for them." (Education Week 2010).  

So how can we give choice and still maintain our sanity as teachers?  We can manage the amount 

of choice we provide.  We could limit student choice to only one area of an assignment.   Choice 

could be offered in content, process, product, or learning environment.   

Content 
We could offer choice in the way standards are learned.  Ex.: everyone is studying  
qualities of memoir, but they are reading a self-selected (choice) memoir. 

Process 

We could offer choice in the way students go about completing the learning task.   
Ex.:  students could choose the “way/process” they used to solve a math problem, but 
still demonstrate understanding of the content. 

Product 
We could offer choice in the format of the final project.  Students presenting on WWII 
could present their knowledge as a prezi, ppt, podcast, play, report, poster board, etc.  

Learning 

Environment 

We could offer location or group choices.  Students could work in pairs, triads, small 
groups or individually.  They could work in the classroom on the floor, at a small group 
table, in the library, etc. 

Thinking about these four potential areas for student choice may make it possible to plan lessons 

that include more student choice, while controlling the work load for teachers. 

http://www.readworks.org/rw/k-12th-grade-literary-passages-questions?utm_source=Email&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=4.22.15%20Literary
http://www.readworks.org/rw/k-12th-grade-literary-passages-questions?utm_source=Email&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=4.22.15%20Literary
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 Professor Rachel Bandanowski from Wayne State  

University works with LEGACY Alternative Education staff 

on a recent Early Release Professional Development day.  

She presented on Grant Writing and shared her tricks of the 

trade and wealth of knowledge and experiences in writing 

grants. 

 Big advice:   do not write a grant unless you want to,  

and if you do, don't ask for stuff!  Instead, tell a story!  

People want to donate to a story, they would love to help in 

a situation or scenario, but they won't just give you money 

for things. 

 Professor Bandanowski introduced the staff to 

the Donorchoose.org website. She describes this site 

as a very simple and user-friendly website where you  

can procure supplies for your classroom and never have  

to handle the money.  The Donorschoose staff handles the  

donations and makes the purchase.  Teachers simply  

receive a box in the mail. 

 LEGACY Science Teacher, Cari Van Hoorelbeke has  

successfully received supplies for her classroom using this 

website.  Recently, she received a new large color Periodic 

Table.  It was delivered to her science room - for free.   

Cari simply had to write a one page report and send a photo 

of the periodic table hanging in her classroom.  Professor 

Bandanowski says your favorite thing to do in grant writing 

will become "opening boxes" as supplies get delivered!  

 The HCS Technology Curriculum Committee has been working to identify how the current technology standards are being 

taught throughout the district.  On April 22, 2015, this team met for the third time this year with the purpose of reviewing the 

staff technology survey given in the fall and any additional information gathered since then.  The findings are as follows: 

 In most cases the technology standards are being taught across content areas within the high school. 

 Having fewer than 35 computers in the labs is a detriment to teaching the standards fully at the middle school.   

 Students are exposed to most of the technology standards at Farms. 

 Our elementary students need more work with word processing.  

 Where we see the district focusing on technology development and integration is within the subcategories of  

digital citizenship (see article on digital literacy this month), keyboarding early and often, and basic computer skills.  This 

information will be used in conjunction with the Pilot District Curriculum Team’s recommendation that we focus professional 

development on Technology (Illuminate, Content Specific Apps., Support Software, etc.).  The team will continue to meet next 

year to help the curriculum department in its support of student learning. 

 Thank you Michele Dale-Cannaert, Cathy Peck, Rose Naughton, Erin Dennis, Anne Hasseld, Scott Usher, and Dotty Selix for 

your commitment to this work. 

http://donorchoose.org/
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Hartland High School students and HP4K students, along with Hartland High School  

teachers Dr. Assenmacher, Mr. Jarvinen, and Ms. Hasseld, offered a wonderful evening 

of technology exploration and learning.  The evening featured Computer Science and  

Engineering program overviews, hands-on experiences with Hartland High School  

students and an opportunity for students to try a virtual experience through the 

Oculus Rift.   

Parent and student participants were very excited about the high school classes and 

enjoyed the opportunity to explore tools used in CAD Engineering and Design.  The 

“Finch” robots used in the Computer Science classes were a big hit!  

A Hartland Computer Science 

student leads a group of  

HP4K children as they explore 

her website.  

In addition, students had the 

opportunity to operate “Finch” 

robots! 

HP4K students show a student 

how to operate the Oculus Rift. 

The large goggles make it possible to 

experience virtual learning. 

Students were able to ride a roller 

coaster, drive a race car  

and tour a house.  

In the future, students could witness 

the signing of the Declaration of  

Independence! 



C U R R I C U L U M  N E W S L E T T E R  May Page 8 

 Dotty Selix and I (Chuck Hughes) attended a very good professional development  
session with Dr. Troy Hicks.  He shared that there is clearly a connection between the 
common core expectations of using digital media to try new things, new ways of  
sharing thoughts, and collaborative writing and thinking.  The fact is that educators 
have been hearing that a key 21st century skill is collaboration while being able to think 
creatively.  In my opinion, real world processes are about making connections and  
discovering new ways of doing things while trying to improve ideas and material things. 
Technology provides a tool for this work!   

Keys to Digital Literacy: 

1. Writing and reading must be done for “authentic audiences” not just to complete an 
 assignment  for the teacher. 
2. As educators, we must consider what it means to engage in “Digital Citizenship”! 

https://hickstro.wikispaces.com/  

Great site for information about  
setting up digital writing and  

support documents for Hartland’s  
expectations in writing. 

Digital Citizenship Resources 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=28wUZ-iAeTQ  
Video on digital citizenship 

http://blogwalker.edublogs.org/ 
Digital citizenship blog 

https://digital-id.wikispaces.com/home 
Digital citizenship site 

https://hickstro.wikispaces.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=28wUZ-iAeTQ
http://blogwalker.edublogs.org/
https://digital-id.wikispaces.com/home


 Dotty Selix and I were thinking that a potential professional development activity would 
be to bring in Dr. Hicks for a  two-hour awareness session about what it means to be a  
digital citizen and how to address it in the classroom.  Afterward, we could give teachers an 
hour to work on what they could do to teach this and then come back together and share 
ideas.  Our rationale would be that this clearer understanding of what makes a digital  
citizen could:   

1. Strengthen writer’s workshop through work with real audiences. 
2. Help teachers better use technology to purposefully strengthen writing. 
3. Enhance speaking, listening, and collaboration skills within the classroom. 
4. Enhance understanding of what it means to be a digital citizen in an authentic way.  

 This  would support the work being done within the Technology Curriculum Committee 
made up of Michele Dale-Cannaert, Cathy Peck, Rose Naughton, Erin Dennis, Anne Hasseld, 
Scott Usher, Dotty Selix, and Chuck Hughes. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are interested in learning more about Dr. Hicks’ work, check out the following: 

https://hickstro.wikispaces.com/WISD+Workshop  
WISD Workshop presentation 

Additional Digital Tools: 

http://www.digitales.us/  
Process and product rubrics for digital media work 

https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/screencastify-screen-vide/
mmeijimgabbpbgpdklnllpncmdofkcpn?hl=en 
Screencastify for Google Chrome allows for computer tab tutorial work 

https://popcorn.webmaker.org/  
Create media clips by editing you tube videos 

https://www.wevideo.com/ 

https://animoto.com/ 

https://littlebirdtales.com/ 

May 
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https://hickstro.wikispaces.com/WISD+Workshop
http://www.digitales.us/
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/screencastify-screen-vide/mmeijimgabbpbgpdklnllpncmdofkcpn?hl=en
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/screencastify-screen-vide/mmeijimgabbpbgpdklnllpncmdofkcpn?hl=en
https://popcorn.webmaker.org/
https://www.wevideo.com/
https://animoto.com/
https://littlebirdtales.com/
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Visualizing 

Connecting 

Predicting 

Synthesizing 

Inferring 

Questioning 

Determine Importance 

Abstracting 

Repairing Comprehension 

Analogizing 

Transforming 

Creating pictures of characters, 

events, settings or ideas 

text to text, text to self, and text to 

world 

Using what I know to foresee the  

text content 

Combining ideas to create new  

understandings 

Drawing conclusions 

I ask questions before, during and  

after reading  

Identifying the main idea or the  

author's intent or purpose 

Identifying the Big Ideas, Theme or 

Lesson in the text 

Using "Fix-up" when meaning breaks 

down 

Identifying ways that texts are alike 

at the theme, character trait, 

or lesson level 

Using the theme or lesson to  

understand the world, other texts, 

or solve problems 


