
1:   Algebra 2 PD  
 11:30-2:00pm in the PDC 

2: Kindergarten Math PD 
 9:00-11:30am in the PDC  

 2nd Grade Math Pilot Group 
 1:00-3:30pm in the Special Ed.  
 conference room 

 Kindergarten LA PD 
 1:00-3:30pm in the PDC 

3: 9th Grade LA PD 
 11:30-2:00pm at the HS, 
 Conference room B 

4: 5th Grade Math PD 
 8:55-11:25am at FIS 

 6th Grade Math PD 
 12:10-2:40pm at FIS 

7: 3rd Grade Math Pilot Group 
 9:00-11:30am in the PDC 

8: Geometry PD 
 11:30-2:00pm in the PDC 

 CASL Training, Cohort 1, online 

9: 1st Grade LA PD 
 9:00-3:30 in the PDC 

 8th Grade Math PD 
 7:30-10:00am in the Special Ed.  
 conference room 

 7th Grade Math PD 
 11:30-2:00pm in the  Special Ed.  
 conference room 

10: Curriculum Ad Staff 
 9:30-11:30am in the PDC 

 2nd Grade LA PD 
 1:00-3:30pm in the PDC 

11: 3rd Grade LA PD, RES only 
 9:00-11:30am at RES 

 8th Grade LA PD 
 11:30-2:00pm at the MS 

14: 7th Grade LA PD 
 7:00-2:30 at the MS 

15: Algebra 1 PD 
 11:30-2:00pm in the PDC 

 CASL Training, Cohort 2 ,online 

16: 4th Grade Math PD 
 9:00-11:30am in the PDC 

 4th Grade LA PD, LES only 
 1:00-3:30pm in the PDC 

17: 11th Grade LA PD  
 11:30-2:00pm at the HS, 
 Conference room B 

 8th Grade Math PD 
 7:30-2:00pm in the PDC 

18: Reading Support Meeting 
 9:00-11:30am at LES 

22: CASL Training, Cohort 3, online 

21-31: Holiday Break 

H A R T L A N D  C O N S O L I D A T E D  S C H O O L S  

C U R R I C U L U M  N E W S L E T T E R  
December 2015 / January 2016 

Chuck Hughes 

Assistant Superintendent  

810-626-2114 

Ethan Hawker 

Curriculum Coordinator/ 

Instructional Math Coach 

810-626-2112 

Jenna Furr 

ELA Instructional Coach 

810-626-2125 

Renee Braden 

Administrative Assistant 

810-626-2107  

7: 7th Grade Math 
 11:30-2:00pm in the PDC 

8: Report card revision team 
 9:00-3:30 in the PDC 

11:   Kindergarten Math PD 
 9:00-11:30am in the PDC  

 3rd Grade Math PD 
 1:00-3:30 in the PDC 

12: Geometry PD 
 11:30-2:00 in the PDC 

 CASL Training, Cohort 2 
 at LESA 

15: 6th Grade Math PD 
 8:55-11:25am at FIS 

 5th Grade Math PD 
 12:10-2:40pm at FIS 

18: MLK Day, No School 

21: HS Biology PD 
 7:30-2:30 in the PDC 

 Curriculum Ad Staff 
 9:30-11:30am in the PDC 

25: 2nd Grade Math PD 
 9:00-11:30am in the PDC 

 4th Grade Math PD 
 1:00-3:30 in the PDC 

 CASL Training, Cohort 3 
 at LESA 

28: End of 1st Semester 
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Guest Writer:  Mrs. Erica Empie, HS Guidance Counselor 

 During the week of October 26th-October 30th, Hartland High School seniors participated 

in their second annual College Application Week.  The goal of this week is to give every senior 

the opportunity to apply to a post-secondary educational program.  Although it is called 

“college” application week, students are encouraged to apply to community colleges, trade 

schools, technical schools, apprenticeship programs and the military as well.  High School  

counselors worked with every senior to help them complete and submit at least one application 

by the end of the week.  

 The College Application Week concept began as a pilot program at just one high school  

in North Carolina in 2005.  Since that time it has grown into the American College Application 

Campaign with high schools participating in all 50 states. Last year 295 high schools in Michigan 

assisted 27,107 seniors to complete 35,313 applications.  This year Hartland High School’s 440  

seniors completed 419 applications during College Application Week and have completed 

1,148 applications this fall.    

 In addition to the application initiative, College Application Week tries to create a  

college-going culture for all students.  Through staff-run programs, contests, informational videos 

and college-awareness activities, all students were encouraged to think about and explore their  

post-high school plans.  This year, with the creation of a district-wide College Awareness Day,  

activities were expanded to encompass students in grades 4-12. 

HS students visit 

Village Elementary 

students to                     

encourage them  

to think about  

their future.  

“I APPLIED” 

banner where 

students  

at the high 

school share 

where they 

applied.  

Hartland High School hallway signs encourage graduating seniors to apply for post-secondary opportunities.  
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by Jenna Furr 

 On November 19th and 20th, I was very fortunate to attend the Reading Recovery Conference.  
For those of you who don’t know, Reading Recovery is a professional development program that develops  
teachers who are able to provide intense interventions for at-risk first grade children.  The children who receive 
their services have an extremely difficult time learning to read and write.  Reading Recovery teachers are trained 
to provide individually designed literacy lessons based on assessment information and observations.   

Beyond providing services for our most struggling first graders, they also provide support for children  
who struggle with reading and writing at other grade levels.  Many of our teachers provide push-in support in 
classrooms and offer their knowledge and expertise in professional development settings within their schools  
and the district.  

 As a first grade teacher, I worked closely with Reading Recovery teachers and had opportunities to attend 
many of their professional development sessions.  I have always been blown away by the wealth of knowledge 
these teachers have involving reading and writing.  We are so lucky to teach in a district that invests in these  
educators and more importantly, our struggling readers and writers.  

 This year the keynote speakers were Dr. Richard Allington, author and Professor of Literacy Studies at  
the University of Tennessee, and Dr. Betsy Kaye, Professor at Texas Woman’s University and Reading Recovery  
Trainer.  Both presenters shared the importance of building teacher expertise through professional  
development opportunities and setting high expectations for our students.  I am proud to teach in a district that 
believes in both.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The key to effective classroom reading lessons is teacher expertise.  Expertise in classroom management, 

effective literacy instruction and managing literate conversations.” 

-Dr. Richard Allington 

“Teachers with high expectations have the best student outcomes.” 

- Betsy Kaye 

 “The single most important factor influencing learning is what the learner already knows.   

Ascertain this and teach him accordingly.”  

–Ausbel (p. 93 in James E. Zull, The Art of Changing the Brain) 

Dr. Allington with  

Hartland teachers,  

Administrators, and  

board member,  

Michelle Hemeyer.  
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Self-reflection is a humbling process.  

It’s essential to find out why you think, say, and do certain things…then better yourself. 

~by Sonya Teclai 

LEGACY Students participated in the State 
Flag Football Tournament at Alma College. 

Students and parents enjoy Lakes Elementary Literacy Night. 

LEGACY students and District Staff participating in Thanksgiving lunch.  
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by Chuck Hughes 

Getting To Got It! Helping Struggling Students Learn How to Learn 

by Betty Garner (ASCD, 2007) has been sitting in my “to read” pile for 

quite some time.  Superintendent Sifferman stopped by one day and 

asked me if I had read the book.  I replied no, and of course went home 

and moved the book from the bottom of the pile to the top.   

The author begins by sharing her thoughts on how learners today are  

living in a social media world that does not necessarily require deep thinking.  She explains that 

the problem is that surface knowledge only goes so far and learners are not metacognitively 

challenged.  This refers to learners not self-reflecting and not thinking deeply about their  

learning so that they can put events and information together in order to better understand the 

intricacy of the issues.  Ms. Garner shares two key points that we as educators need to focus on 

with students: 

1. “Each individual has to develop his or her own cognitive structures.”  Just as in good 

 coaching, good teaching provides learning opportunities that stimulate students’ 

 reflective awareness and visualization which helps them develop their own  

 cognitive structures. 

2.  “It is never too late to develop cognitive structures.”   Everyone has the  

 neurological capacity to communicate and to be reflectively aware. 

 The author informs the reader about the power of visualization and how it helps learners 

to “mentally represent and manipulate information, ideas, feelings, and sensory experiences.”  

 The content in this book struck me as closely related to the work we are asking teachers 

to do around Depth of Knowledge and deep thinking because if we embrace the ideas behind  

developing cognitive or metacognitive thinking, then we are asking students to be able to  

reflect, make connections, think abstractly, create, etc.  I was also intrigued by Appendix B:   

An Invitation to Become a Reflective Researcher.  Here the author shares a process that clearly 

supports Classroom Assessment for Student Learning (CASL) training and how we are asking 

students to become more deeply involved in assessing their own learning.  If you have done any 

reading about Generation “Z”, you will be heavily impacted by what Ms. Garner has to say.  
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2015-16 SRI WINDOW 

WINTER:  December 1, 2015 - February 5, 2016 

  4th grade (must be done by January 8, 2016), FIS, & MS required 

SPRING:  March 1, 2016 - June 3, 2016 

  4th grade (must be done between April 11–April 29) & HS (9-12) required 

TESTING SCHEDULE FOR 2015-16 
 

* M-Step online testing window will not open prior to  

April 11, 2016 and end by May 27, 2016 

 

* rSAT date is April 12, 2016 (High School only) 

(9th and 10th Grade PSAT) 

 

* WorkKeys date is April 13, 2016 (High School only) 

 READING SUPPORT 

MEETINGS 

2015/16 

 12/18/15 @ Lakes 

2/12/16 @ Farms 

4/26/16 @ MS 

Third grade teacher 

Jessica Brangan 

teaches “modeling 

and analysis” to  

students as they try 

to determine if the 

problem has been 

answered correctly.  

This is a key skill on 

the M-STEP.  
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http://map.mathshell.org/tests.php  
Great website for math assessment items and rubrics for scoring 

http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-22709_70117-350553--,00.html 
MSTEP Analysis Site 

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/common-core-close-reading-0  
Teaching Close Reading Article 

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/4-tips-guided-reading-success 
Guided Reading Strategies 

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/5-ways-reach-every-reader  
Reaching Readers 

Board of Education President Mr. Thom Dumond and  
Superintendent Mrs. Jan Sifferman accept the Work Force  

Development award for our High School Marketing program 
taught by Jamie Riley, Nathan Oake and Anne Hasseld. 

http://map.mathshell.org/tests.php
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-22709_70117-350553--,00.html
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/common-core-close-reading-0
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/4-tips-guided-reading-success
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/5-ways-reach-every-reader
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Third grade teachers  

working with Mr. Hawker 

to better understand the  

expectations and skills  

necessary during  

math instruction. 

Round Elementary 2nd grade 

teachers work during Literacy 

Block to ensure that students  

are provided the appropriate  

level of Reading Support.   

Tara Bosley, Reading Recovery 

Teacher, checks a group of  

students for placement. 



by Ethan Hawker 
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I’ve emailed math teachers a number of resources to use in 

preparation for the M-Step/SAT this spring. I will send more as 
I find them.  

When we meet in PD groups this year we will look at specific 
ways to integrate this practice material into your curriculum.  

It is very important that we find strategic ways to make this  
material part of what we do.  

Let me know if you have questions or ideas on implementing  
M-Step/SAT prep in the classroom. 

“I can clearly show my work using diagrams, words, symbols, and pictures.” 

This mathematical practice is asking us to challenge our students to get the math out of their 

heads. We are asking them to represent the math in a number of different ways. These models can 

bring new insights to both the student and their peers when they share and collaborate on the 
models. 

 
Here are 3 ways to apply Practice #4 in your classrooms: 

 
 Model It 

Provide students with a number of manipulatives/strategies and challenge students to use the  
given materials in any way to represent a mathematical situation. Have students create models and 

then share them with the class. These models could include base ten blocks, pictures,  

number lines, grids, area rectangles, etc.  

 Ex: Model 123 + 57     Ex: Model 2n + 1 

 Ex: Model 40% of 30    Ex: Model 3x = 36 
 
 Bar Diagrams for Solving Equations 

 Show 18 = 2x with a bar diagram   Show 4x - 3 = 25 with a bar diagram 

                                               
 

 Technology Tools 

Provide students with a mathematical situation and challenge them to model it with a given  
technology. Share their results and look for insights gained from the model. Ask questions that are 

created from the model.  
 

Technologies could include: the graphing calculator, desmos.com, geogebra, online applets, etc. 
 
Example: Ask students to use desmos.com to model a system of equations with a solution of (-1, 4). 

18 

x x 

x x x x 

25 3 

http://desmos.com
http://desmos.com
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Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them 

What does it mean? Questions to develop thinking. 

Interpret and make meaning of the problem to find a starting point. How would you describe the problem in your own words? 

Plan a solution instead of jumping to a solution Talk me through the steps you’ve used to this point. 

Continually ask, “Does this make sense?” How else might you organize….represent….show? 

Reason abstractly and quantitatively 

What does it mean? Questions to develop thinking. 

Make sense of quantities and their relationships What does the number used in the problem represent? 

Create a logical representation of the problem What is the relationship of the quantities? 

Attends to the meaning of quantities, not just how to compute them What properties might we use to find a solution? 

Construct viable arguments and critique the reason of others 

What does it mean? Questions to develop thinking. 

Justify conclusions with mathematical ideas What mathematical evidence would support your solution? 

Listen to the arguments of others and ask useful questions How did you decide to try that strategy? 

Compare two arguments and determine correct or flawed logic Did you try a method that did not work? Why didn’t it work? 

Model with mathematics 

What does it mean? Questions to develop thinking. 

Apply the mathematics they know to solve everyday problems What number model could you construct to represent the 
problem? 

Represent math to describe a situation using equations, diagrams, to 
interpret results 

What are some ways to represent quantities? 

Representing information mathematically What is an equation or expression that matches the diagram, 
number line, chart, table, etc.? 
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Use appropriate tools strategically 

What does it mean? Questions to develop thinking. 

Use available tools recognizing the strengths and limitations of 
each 

What tools could we use to visualize and represent the situation? 

Use estimation and other mathematical knowledge to detect pos-
sible errors. 

What estimate did you make for the solution? 

Use technological tools to depend their understanding of mathe-
matics 

In this situation would it be helpful to use…a graph, number line, 
rules, diagram, calculator, manipulative, etc.? 

Attend to precision 

What does it mean? Questions to develop thinking. 

Communicate precisely with others and try to be clear What mathematical terms apply in this situation? 

Understand the meaning of symbols used in mathematics and can 
label quantities appropriately 

How did you know your solution was reasonable? 

Calculate efficiently and accurately. What symbols or notations are important in this problem? 

Look for and make use of structure 

What does it mean? Questions to develop thinking. 

Apply general mathematical rules to specific situations What observations do you make about? 

Look for the overall structure and patterns in mathematics What do you notice when…? 

See complicated things as single objects or as being composed of 
several objects. 

What patterns do you find in….? 

Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning 

What does it mean? Questions to develop thinking. 

See repeated calculations and look for generalizations and 
shortcuts 

Explain how this strategy works in other situations? 

See the overall process of the problem and still attend to the de-
tails 

Is this always true, sometimes true, or never true? 

Continually evaluate the reasonableness of their intermediate re-
sults. 

What would happen if….? 


