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8: Algebra 1 

 7:30am-2:00pm at the HS 

9: Reading Recovery Meeting 
 11:30am-1:00pm at Lakes 

12: ICT Regional Meeting 
 at LESA 

13: 6-12 Science PD 
 7:30am-2:00pm in the PDC 

14: 3rd Grade LA 

 9:00-11:30am in the PDC 

 4th Grade LA 

 1:00-3:30pm in the PDC 

15: Curriculum Ad Staff 
 9:30-11:30am in the PDC 

 8th Grade LA 
 7:30am-2:00pm at the MS 

22-30: Holiday Break 

2-3: Holiday Break 

4: School Resumes 

16: MLK Day, No School 

18: Algebra 2 

 7:30-2:00 at the HS 

19: Curriculum Ad Staff 

 9:30-11:00am in the PDC 

  DCT Meeting 
 4:30-6:00pm in the PDC 

24: CASL Training, Cohort 1 & 2 
 at LESA 

26: End of 1st Semester 

(Fall 2016 - 1,361 surveys returned) 

GOOD NEWS!   

HARTLAND PARENTS CONTINUE TO RATE 

OUR SCHOOLS WITH HIGH MARKS 
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LEGACY teachers Elizabeth Nash and Mike Letovsky serve lunch to students and Board members Michelle Hemeyer, 

Cyndi Kenrick and Thom Dumond, thankful for their support of LEGACY High School. 

LEGACY staff Rosanna Hamilton and Colleen Waske also helped serve central office staff and students. 

The world as we have created it is a process of our thinking.  

It cannot be changed without changing our thinking. 

~Albert Einstein 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/9810.Albert_Einstein
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by Ethan Hawker 

So, I usually preface most meetings and interactions with the fact 

that I’m a high school math teacher. Twenty years in a high school 

math classroom have focused my math vision on upper level math. 

The job that I currently have has opened my eyes to what we are 

doing as a district from K through 12. On a daily basis I am amazed 

at the connections between what we do at our elementary levels 

and what we do at our upper levels. I wanted to share an example 

with you that gave me a lightbulb moment last month. 

AREA MODELS AND FACTORING 

Do you remember factoring in high school? Some of you probably hated it...don’t worry, I won’t 

judge.  Here’s an example of what you might have seen back in the day: 

Factor:  

The answer is ….but what does that mean? How does that relate to what we have already learned? 

So check this out….here is a handful of images that show the progression of an area model (3rd grade) to 
factoring (high school). One thing just builds off another. Good stuff! Love when I see connections like this! 

Now let’s introduce variables: 

Why do I share this? I guess 2 things cross my mind when I see these kinds of connections….  

1) Math is really amazing and there is always something to learn in the world of mathematics no matter 

what level you are at...and 2) don’t forget that what we are teaching today or this week is important for 

our students’ future. Don’t just skip to the “short cut”. It may feel like the easy thing to do and it may feel 

like your students are more successful because they can produce cookie cutter answers. We need to think 

big picture….trust the curriculum...trust the big picture. Think about your 3rd graders in 6 years when they 

need to factor and feel proud that you will have played a huge part in their success! 

 

Area Model: 

http://api.gmath.guru/cgi-bin/gmath?%5Cdpi%7B480%7Dx%5E2%2B7x%2B12
http://api.gmath.guru/cgi-bin/gmath?%5Cdpi%7B480%7D%5Cleft(x%2B4%5Cright)%5Cleft(x%2B3%5Cright)
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The Lit 

Bit 
  

 Jenna Furr 

 Literacy Coach 

  

             Jenna’s Fall hours: 

Wednesdays 

                              Thursdays (am)                                                    
Fridays 

B.Y.O.C. 

 As a literacy coach, I am really lucky to get to travel around the 
district and work with so many wonderful teachers.  One of the really 
great things about this job is the ability to notice trends across the  
district and have conversations with teachers in order to create more  
alignment in our instruction.   

 This year, I have had several conversations at all levels about 
reading levels.  Student reading levels are meant to be a tool to guide  
instruction and should not define your readers in your class.  Let me 
share some of the pros and cons of reading levels so that we can begin 
to have a district conversation about reading levels and their purpose. 

 Readers make the most progress when books are not too easy 
or too difficult (Allington, 2006). 

 Considering a just-right level helps readers read fluently and 
comprehend better (Allington, 2006). 

 Students who meet success in reading are more likely to  
persist, to read more with less off-task behavior, and to achieve 
more (Gambrell, Wilson, and Gantt 1981; Allington 2006). 

 Acceleration in learning, or increased achievement, is possible 
for struggling readers when the text/reading level is matched 
(O’Connor, 2002).  

 Telling students to choose by level is not an authentic way to 
select books independently (Miller, 2014). 

 Overreliance on reading level systems hinders children from 
learning how to self-select books.  Bookstores, libraries and 
Grandma’s book shelves are not leveled (Miller, 2014). 

 When difficulty or reading level is the only criterion used for 
book selection, students may have a skewed vision of the  
purposes of reading (Worthy and Sailors, 2001). 

 Focusing solely on text difficulty limits students’ choices, which 
can lead to boredom and resistance (Worthy and Sailors, 2001). 

 Books within levels often vary widely; sometimes an appropri-
ate book in terms of interest is at a higher level  than students 
might read for guided reading (Pitcher and Fang, 2007). 

Positive Aspects of Leveling Books for Readers  

Cautions for Using Leveled Books for Readers  

A level is  

a teaching tool,  

not a child’s label. 

-Jill Backman, 2016  

8:15am 

January 5th @ CES 

January 6th @ LES 

January 11th @ VES 

January 12th @ RES 

January 13th  @ FIS 
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Want to learn more about 

using leveled books as a 

teaching tool and not  

a label?   

Check out Beyond Leveled 

Books by Karen Szymusiak 

and Franki Sibberson. 

MICHIGAN READING RECOVERY CONFERENCE 2016 

                In the 2015-2016 school year, Hartland was awarded a grant from the State of Michigan to support K-3  
Literacy in the 2016-2017 school year.  This grant has given us the opportunity to train 8 teachers in Reading  
Recovery.  This is a huge commitment for the teachers who are being trained this year.  As classroom teachers and 
special education teachers, their roles have not changed.  Each of these teachers is going above and beyond to  
provide an additional hour of instruction every day to two first graders.  These teachers are also attending training 
classes every Wednesday night.   

 After speaking with several of these teachers at the conference, they were excited about how much they 
have learned this year.  The one thing I kept hearing was that they feel they are a better teacher for all of their  
students and not just their most at-risk readers.  I would like to applaud these teachers for their commitment to their 
learning and to our students.  Their dedication means that 28 of our most struggling first-grade readers in Hartland 
are receiving daily one on one instruction that they may never have received if it weren’t for these teachers and the 
grant.   I would also like to thank Dotty Selix and Chuck Hughes for all of their work in applying for this grant last 
year.  I can’t wait to see the results from all of the early intervention that we know is so important for the success of 
all of our students. We have been awarded the same grant for 2017-18 and will be looking for eight more interested 
teachers. 

  Teachers being trained in Reading Recovery this year are Erika Seiter (Kindergarten teacher, CES), Nicole Sidge 
(Special Education teacher, CES), Marybeth Morrison (2nd Grade Teacher, VES), Brittney Benedict (Special Education 
teacher, CES), Sheryl Cabaj (4th grade teacher, VES),  Doreen Avenall (Special Education teacher, LES), Michelle 
Rutherford (Reading Recovery, RES), Michelle Vincent (Kindergarten teacher, RES).  

Reading leveling systems like Lexile provide teachers with 
one measure for making book recommendations and  
supporting students as they  self-select books,  
but children shouldn’t wear their reading levels like a 
badge and become defined by them. 

-Donalyn Miller, 2014 



2016-17 SRI WINDOW 

WINTER:  December 5, 2016 - February 3, 2017 

  4th grade (must be done by January 6, 2017), FIS, & MS required 

SPRING:  March 1, 2017 - June 2, 2017 

  4th grade (must be done between April 10–April 28) & HS (9-12) required 

https://www.cde.state.co.us/educatoreffectiveness/practicalideasthearts 
Colorado Arts in Education site.  Includes math and literacy in the arts. 
 
http://www.readworks.org/rw/k-12-paired-texts-
0?utm_source=email&utm_campaign=11.9%20Paired%20Texts&utm_term=11.9%20Paired%20Texts 
Great place to find two sources for students to analyze. 
 
https://k12.niche.com/d/hartland-consolidated-schools-mi/rankings/ 
How do schools and districts stack up against one another? 
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Eighth graders in Jill Bliznik’s class 
creating documentaries for their  

Informational Writing Unit’s final product. Eighth grade teacher, Matt Turney, challenged his 
students to read 20 choice books this school year.  
He displays student progress in his classroom by 

moving student photos up as they complete a book.   

https://www.cde.state.co.us/educatoreffectiveness/practicalideasthearts
http://www.readworks.org/rw/k-12-paired-texts-0?utm_source=email&utm_campaign=11.9%20Paired%20Texts&utm_term=11.9%20Paired%20Texts
http://www.readworks.org/rw/k-12-paired-texts-0?utm_source=email&utm_campaign=11.9%20Paired%20Texts&utm_term=11.9%20Paired%20Texts
https://k12.niche.com/d/hartland-consolidated-schools-mi/rankings/
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by Scott Storey 

Upcoming Non Violent Crisis Intervention Trainings 

Refresher Course:  January 12, 2017 from 12:30-3:30 in the PDC 

Initial Training:  February 2, 2017   8:30-3:30 in the PDC 

SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING SURVEY RESULTS 

 Thank you for taking the time to complete the Social Emotional Learning Survey.  The survey  
was completed by 100 staff members throughout the district.  Your responses have been very benefi-
cial.  Another survey will go out mid March and the final survey the beginning of June.  To increase  
participation in the survey we will only ask the building that you work in. 

I am comfortable asking for support with 

students having behavioral difficulties in 

my class. 

48% Strongly Agree 

38% Agree 

7% Undecided 

1% Disagree 

0% Strongly Disagree 

6% N/A 

The professional development presentations 
expanded my knowledge about Social Emotional 

Learning. 

17% Strongly Agree 

44% Agree 

7% Undecided 

6% Disagree 

1% Strongly Disagree 

25% N/A 

The time that I have worked with the SEL 
Coach has a positive impact on my student(s) 

overall success at school. 

14% Strongly Agree 

13% Agree 

6% Undecided 

0% Disagree 

0% Strongly Disagree 

67% N/A 

I plan on utilizing the SEL Coach in the future 
if situations arise. 

41% Strongly Agree 

34% Agree 

8% Undecided 

1% Disagree 

0% Strongly Disagree 

16% N/A 
 

I have developed more knowledge or a deeper 
understanding of Social Emotional Learning 

and best practices. 

12% Strongly Agree 

35% Agree 

15% Undecided 

6% Disagree 

1% Strongly Disagree 

31% N/A 

Strategies were developed as a team approach. 

15% Strongly Agree 

12% Agree 

1% Undecided 

2% Disagree 

0% Strongly Disagree 

70% N/A 
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A DISCIPLINE PARADIGM SHIFT 

Restorative Justice is a theory of justice that emphasizes repairing the harm caused by 
criminal behavior. It is best accomplished through cooperative processes that allow  

all willing stakeholders to meet, although other approaches are available when that is 
impossible. This can lead to transformation of people, relationships and communities. 

(Restorativejustice.org) 

Restorative Approach 
Questions 

To respond to challenging behavior 
 

 What happened? 

 What were you thinking of at the time? 

 What have you thought about since? 

 Who has been affected by what you have 
done?  In what way? 

 What do you think needs to happen to make 
things right? 

 

To help those harmed by other’s actions 
 

 What did you think when you realized  
what had happened? 

 What impact has this incident had on you 
and others? 

 What has been the hardest thing for you? 

 What do you think needs to happen to make 
things right?  

*Other resources available in the Social Emotional Learning Folder 
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The Kensington Lakes Activities Association (KLAA) 
Holds Leadership Forum in Hartland  

Students from high schools within the KLAA came together on November 14, 2016 to work with 
Mr. Ted Wiese (Leadership Practitioner).   

Mr. Wiese challenged the students to think big and to collaborate together throughout the day.  

Hartland High School students with Ted.  

Ted measuring a tower that the students 
had to build. 

High school DECA students created a financial literacy lesson as 
part of a leadership project and visited LEGACY High School  

to share their information with students.   



READING 

SUPPORT 

MEETINGS 

2016/17 

11:30am-1:00pm 

12/9/16 @ Lakes 

2/3/17 @ Farms 

3/17/17 @ MS 

5/12/17 @ Round or 
the PDC 

Mr. Aylor, 1st Officer for Delta Airlines and a Highly Capable Cluster parent, visited Lakes 
Elementary to  discuss  airplanes.  Students learned how much an average plane weighs 
(545,000 lbs.), how fast airplanes fly (560mph), how airplane wings aren't really flat, and 

how air moving over the wings keeps the plane in the air.   

The students learned about a number of airplane systems - from engines to navigation.   
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Round Elementary Leadership students presented the Healthy Kids Club program for the 
Board of Education in November.  Mrs. Mary Soave, Physical Therapist, works with the 

children to promote healthy living choices. 

Aries Matney and her winning poster for the homeless project.  
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by Chuck Hughes 

MAKING GRADES MORE MEANINGFUL  
(Phi Delta Kappan, November 2016) 

 Over the past couple of years, teachers throughout the district have been working to match  
grading to learning expectations (Elementary Report Card Committee, Farms Report Card Committee, 
and 4.0 grading scale).  The process started as an attempt to help students and parents better understand 
what is being taught and learned in school.  Authors Craig Hochbein and Marty Pollio recently published 
“Making Grades More Meaningful” with the intent of tackling the question, does a stronger association 
exist between standards-based grading and standardized test scores than with traditional grading  
practices?  During their research process they discovered that standards based grading practices  
demonstrated stronger correlations between grades and standardized test scores than did traditional 
grading.  This held true with low socioeconomic and minority populations as well.  The authors  
specifically explored student performance in Algebra, which led them to sharing that teachers teaching 
specific standards reported that it helped to focus instruction at a deeper level of understanding than 
simply covering more content.  The key take-away from the author’s perspective is that standards based 
grading helps to identify what students actually know and do not know.   

 What I liked about the article is that it supports the work of our teachers.  This includes the 
change in our reporting process for student learning while also supporting the professional development 
we are doing with Webb’s Depth of Knowledge, Classroom Assessment for Student Learning, and  
curriculum realignment. 

PURSUING THE DEPTHS OF KNOWLEDGE 
(Educational Leadership, October 2016) 

 If the test is rigorous, if it demands deep levels of knowledge, then alignment means asking  
ourselves, “How can we plan for this rigor in our instruction?”  This statement by Nancy Boyles as she 
wrote “Pursuing the Depths of Knowledge” put me into thinking mode right away.  As a district, we have 
spent many hours across all subject areas thinking about how to create deeper thinking experiences for 
our students.  The author creates a picture of what planning for Level 1 through 4 thinking looks like from 
the teacher’s eyes and student learning.  At Level 3, students are asked to think more abstractly and to 
provide evidence to justify their answers while at Level 4, students are asked to integrate information 
from multiple sources of learning.  With a  Level 4 task the author states that “Level 4 may be achieved 
when meaning leaps off the page and inspires a call to action.”   

 I recommend this article. Ms. Boyles does a wonderful job of differentiating the four levels and 
providing examples of what each looks like and does not look like in the classroom. 

 


