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HCS Bond (Jpdate (Technhology)

Along with the passage of the 2006 Bond
last November comes a number of marked
improvements to the technology at Hartland
Schools. These improvements will not only
be physically evident in classrooms through-
out the district, but will also pave the way for
future improvements with updates to district-
wide infrastructure. Listed below are some
of the major updates that will be occurring
over the next several years.

e Extend fiber optic cabling to Lakes,
Round, Farms and 51 Building

o Expand the high speed network infrastruc-
ture

e Replace servers and convert from Novell
Network to Microsoft Windows Network

e Establish a complete district-wide phone
system

e Replace all Primary Computers through-
out the district over 5 years (see schedule
below)

e Replace sound field amplification systems
at K-4 buildings (LightSpeed)

o Update clocks and PA systems in all older
buildings
e Replace data cabling at Round and Village

The Board of Education has already ap-
proved the bid for the server integrators, and
the bid for the extension of the fiber (to be
completed this Fall). District Technology
Staff have begun meeting with server inte-
grators to map out the server conversion
process. Along with a conversion from a
Novell Network to a Microsoft Windows
Network, the district will be changing from
GroupWise Email to Microsoft Exchange
Email.

At the next few board meetings, the project
team will be making recommendations to the
School Board for a phone integrator, com-
puter vendor, clock vendor, and provider for
sound field amplification systems. Some of
these systems will be going in this Summer
and some will be going in when buildings are
renovated.
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In the October 2006 edition of TechSpecs, it was indi-
cated that a teacher or student could contact Technology
Resource Center (TRC) to purchase Microsoft software at
tremendous discounts. In November of 2006, TRC was
purchased by CDWG. Since that time, CDWG has agreed
to continue with the teacher and student discount program
for Microsoft Products.

At CDWG’s online store (www.cdwg.com/academic/

store), you will find that you can purchase some of the
most popular Microsoft Products including Microsoft Of-

We all know the Internet is an excellent resource for ob-
taining sound educational information. We also know that
the Internet is an excellent resource for obtaining dangerous
and inappropriate material. More than 30 million children
across the United States are currently using the Internet and
each time they do, they are exposed to certain risks includ-
ing:

e Exposure to Inappropriate Material
e Sexual Solicitation

e Harassment and Bullying

e Theft of Personal Information.

Mr. John O’Brien from the United States Attorney’s Office
recently presented on the topic of Internet Safety and he had
a number of eye-opening stats that were shared with atten-
dees:

Of children 10-17 years old...

e [ in 4 had an unwanted exposure to sexually explicit pic-
tures.

e 1 in 5 received a sexual solicitation or approach

e 1 in 17 was threatened or harassed

e 1 in 33 received and aggressive sexual solicitation (from
anyone who asked them to meet somewhere, called them
on the phone, sent them email, money, or gifts)

e Extimated that only 25% of the children report these inci-
dents to their parents

The dangers of online computer use are very real. When
asked where the above Sexual Solicitation occurred, the
answers were:

e 70% at home

e 22% at someone else’s home
e 4% at school

3% at the library

[ )
65% of the solution occurred in a chat room and 24% in

\ Instant Messages.
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Where Do I Buy My Microsoft Software Now?

fice 2007, Microsoft Office One- X
Note 2007, and Windows Vista. E@

These products are available at

up to 80% of the retail price.

At the moment Hartland Schools is not on the list, but
CDWG has indicated they are working on getting all
school districts back on the list in short order. In the mean
time, feel free to contact Scott Usher if you have any
questions.

Internet Safety: A Major Concern for Everyone

With all of this in mind, there are ways we can help to
ensure that children have a safe online computing experi-
ence. While many of the suggestions pertain to use at home,
some can be applied to classroom use as well:

1. Establish rules for Internet use
e What sites can children visit?
e Who can they talk to?
e How long will they be online?
e Where can they use a computer?

POST these rules near the computer

2. At home, keep the computer in a common room (NOT the
child’s bedroom
3. Communicate with children
e Talk and be open with children
e  Encourage children to confide in you
4. Be informed
e Become knowledgeable yourself
e Ask the children to show you where they go
e Know what social networking sites your chil-
dren are using and what profiles they have
created (RULES)
e Learn the chat room lingo (See Next Page)
5. Inform the children
e  Talk about what personal information is and
why they should not give it out
e Choose a vague screen name (not boy or girl,
not age specific)
e Don’t respond to unwanted emails or mes-
sages.
e People online may or MAY NOT be who they
say they are.

**Communicate with the parents of the children in your
classes about what is expected in terms of online research.
Parents need to be kept informed so they can help you not
only educate the children but keep them safe as well.
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Training Corner

Since one of the topics of this month’s newsletter is
Internet safety, the Technology Staff though it might be a
good idea to provide some of the most common online
abbreviations that children are currently using. That way,
next month we can write all the articles using abbrevia-

tions and the newsletter will shrink from six pages to two.

Online Lingo

458 - I love you

A/S/L - Age/Sex/Location
AFK - away from keyboard
AKA - also known as

ATM - at the moment

BAK - back at keyboard
BBL - be back later

BBS - be back soon

BCNU - be seeing you

BG - Big Grin

BRB - be right back

BTDT - been there done that
BTW - by the way

BW!/U - be with you
CMA4AGT - call me for a good time
CBB - can’t be bothered
CIO - check it out

CRBT - crying real big tears
CS - can’s say - or - cyber sex
CTN - can’t talk now

CU - see you

CUL - see you later

CULSR - see you later
CUPL - couple

D8 - date

EG - evil grin

ETA - estimated time of arrival
F2F - face to face

FC - fingers crossed

FWIW - for what it’s worth
FYA - for your amusement
GAL - get a life

GE2E - grinning ear to ear
GF - girlfriend

GFI - go for it

GGN - gotta go now

GL - good luck

GMTA - great minds think alike
GRR - angry

H&K - hug and kiss
HAMRD - hammered
HHOK - ha, ha, only kidding

HHOS - ha, ha, only serious
IAC - in any case

IBCNU - I'll be seeing you
IDK - I don’t know

ILU - I love you

IMHO - in my humble opinion
IMO - in my opinion

IOW - in other words

IRL - in real life (refers to life off-
line)

ITRW - in the real world (refers to
events offline)

I12 - T want you

I12CU - I want to see you

J/J - just joking

J/K - just kidding

JNI - just an idea

K - kiss

KB - kiss back

KIT - keep in touch

KOC - kiss on cheek

KOL - kiss on lips

L8R - later

LMIRL - lets meet in real life
LOL - laughing out loud

LTNS - long term relationship
LUL2 - love you lots, too
LUWAMH - love you with all my
heart

M/F - male or female?

MYOB - mind your own business
NP - nosy parents

NRN - no response necessary
OLL - online love

OM - boyfriend

OTF - on the floor (laughing)
OTOH - on the other hand
P911 - my parents are coming!
PA - parent alert

PAL - parents are listening
PAW - parents are watching
PANB - parents are nearby
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We are confident that many of our newer teachers already
know many of these abbreviations, but we are equally
confident that there are even more that do not. Have fun
with this new language, and remember, most of our stu-
dents already know how to communicate using it.

PC - personal computer - or - po-
litically correct

PI - politically incorrect

PIC - do you have a picture?
PLZ - please

PM - private message

POS - parents over shoulder
QT - quite - or - cutie
RENTS - parents

RL - real life

ROTFL - rolling on the floor
laughing

RUF2T - are you free to talk?
RUMF - are you male or female?
RUOK - are you ok?

SORG - straight or gay?
STRAIGHT - clear to talk or [ am
ok.

SUP - what’s up?

SWAK - sealed with a kiss
TA - teacher alert

TAT?2 - tattoo

TAW - teachers are watching
TIGHT - nice; hot; cute
TI2G - time to go

TOY - thinking of you

TY - thank you

TYL - talk to you later

U/L - upload

UOK - you ok?

VBG - very big grin

WIM - wait one minute
W4U - wait for you

W84M - wait for me

WB - welcome back

WTG - way to go

WTGP - want to go private?
WU - what’s up?

WUF - where are you from?
WYRN - what’s your real name
777 - boring, hurry up
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Program Information:

The Educational Technology Certificate Program is
designed to meet the needs of educators who seek
to improve their own skills in the use of the newest
multimedia technology and develop approaches for
teaching others. Participants must register for all
three graduate courses (9 graduate credits). The
three courses in the Certificate series are regular

gan State Universityos
dorsement and Master of Arts in Educational Tech-
nology degree programs.

Who Should Attend:

4+ Teachers of any subject area who wish to utilize
educational technology

4+ Teachers within their first five years of service or
those who still hold a Provisional Certificate and are
interested in earning 9 of the 18 graduate credits re-
quired to renew their license

Veteran teachers- even the most competent—who are
seeking opportunities for professional development
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EDUTECH
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Program Highlights:

Technology for YOUR environment ~

Learn about software tools and innovative technology such as
blogging and wikis and how they apply to the educational envi-
ronment.

Technology for YOUR students ~

Learn to apply instructional principles and methods to educa-
tional problems and to develop hypermedia applications, in-

cluding Web-based materials, for use in a professional setting.

How to apply technology to make a difference in YOUR
setting ~

Define, implement, and evaluate technology-based solutions to
educational problems and opportunities in school settings.

Ask us about Financial Aid Opportunities!
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Frequently Asked Questions for the MSU Educational Technology Summer Courses

Does the Certificate lead to State Certification?

Students will receive a certificate from the College of Education indicating that they have achieved a satisfac-
tory level of knowledge about and experience with many of the applications of technology in education. Stu-
dents do not gain certification from the State or any other organization by completing the certificate program.
However, these three courses are part of the new Educational Technology endorsement course require-
ments. Participants will need to complete an additional 3 courses in order to obtain the endorsement. In addi-
tion, the credits may be applicable for participants who need to earn graduate credits for their professional
licensure.

\

Are these credits applicable to a Masterds progr am?

All the courses in the Certificate program are regular Master’s level courses, which can be used to fulfill a
portion of the requirements for a Master’s of Arts degree in Educational Technology. Acceptance to the pro-
gram is competitive.

Will I need to apply to MSU for acceptance into these courses?

Students who are not pursuing a degree at MSU will only need to fill out a short Lifelong Education Applica-
tion form and most Certificate students enroll as Lifelong Education students. Students who are currently
pursuing a degree should enroll for these courses by contacting the regional office or by contacting the tech-
nology program directly.

Is technology used in teaching the courses?

In this Certificate program, a very high priority has been placed upon using state-of-the-art technology to
teach the courses. Development in this regard is ongoing and involves the use of the World Wide Web as a
way to increase the effectiveness of course instruction.

What are the products of the course sequence?

Throughout the three-course sequence, students develop a portfolio of their own work in the applications of
technology to instruction. Many educators have found this portfolio to be very useful for hiring or promotion
purposes. Participants will also have completed and have had reviewed a proposal for acquiring resources
needed to implement technology-related activities to their school setting.

What does it cost?

The cost depends on how you are enrolled at MSU. Most Certificate enrollees are Lifelong Education stu-
dents who are not currently pursuing a degree with Michigan State University. Current tuition for 2006-2007
for MSU Lifelong Education students is $1037.25 for each three-credit course. Students currently enrolled in
an MSU graduate degree program will be charged tuition plus matriculation and technology fees and a small
student voted tax. Many applicants can qualify for financial aid. Early enrollment is highly recommended if
considering financial aid. Questions regarding student status and program fees can be directed to Brook
Thompson, Educational Technology Certificate Programs in the College of Education.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
Brook Thompson, Assistant, Educational Technology Certificate Program, CEPSE,

College of Education, Michigan State University
517-432-9259 / brookt@msu.edu
Visit the Program Web Site at: http://edutech.msu.edu/

MSU is an Affirmative Action Equal Opportunity Institution
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Get Trained to Use United Streaming

. Yy
i E\S‘A 1]} ouery dickhere Register online at

hitp://ittresa.net/interactivetraining. itmil

Lamitingg.. Lewrmigp Ko Al

united streaming

INTERACTIVE TRAINING

Online Professional Development for Using unitedstreaming

Bring classroom content to life with digital media — learn how by completing a self-paced, online

professional development program, INTERACTIVE TRAINING. You will find resources correlated to your
curriculum, embed media into instructional materials, and explore ways to use media to differentiate
instruction. You will answer an online survey describing how you use digital media in your teaching
both before and after you complete the training. Plan to devote about five hours to this project.
Complete the pre-survey, all four lessons of training program, and the post-survey and receive a gift
bag from Discovery Education and be entered into a RESA sponsored raffle for a 30MG video iPod

Qﬁ!dﬂ value). SB-CEL credit is available at no charge. _,J
PROJECT TIMELINE CREDIT
« Register & Pre-Survey — online now until Sep 30 Receive 0.5 SB-(ELs for this project — or complete
¢  InTERaCTIVE TRAINING — four lessons completed by additional activities {another five hours for 10 hours
Sep 30 total) for 1.0 SB-CEUs. RESA will pay the standard
s Post-survey — taken week of Nov 12-16 $10 SB-CEU processing fee.
+« Optional activities — due Dec 14
BENEFITS
AUDIENCE In addition to learning how to use unitedstreaming

content, those who complete the project will receive
a genercus Discovery Education gift bag containing:
« Discovery Education cloth bag

+ Discovery Educator notebook and pen

« Discovery Ethernet cord

« Discovery Educator t-shirt and hat

+« Educator's journal notebook and sharpie

Wayne County teachers, media specialists, and
others responsible for classroom instruction in
buildings licensed to use unitedstreaming. If you
need to verify if yvour building is licensed, contact
Barbara Walker at walkerb@resa.net.

REGISTER » (Classroom posters
_ ) » Cosmeo frisbee
Complete the online registration form at + Voucher ($15) for RESA technology workshop

hitp://itt.resa.net/interactivetraining himl. Then you
will be sent a link for the online pre-survey and
instructions on how to access the online training.

And be entered into a RESA sponsored rafile to
receive a new 30MG video iPod!

DON'T MISS OUT ON THIS UNIQUE LEARNING OPPORTUNITY!

For more information, visit the registration site or contact either
Barbara Walker at walkerb@resa.net 734.334.1545 / Jacki Campbell at campbej@resa.net 734.334.1303
This project is sponsored by Discovery Education and Wayne RESA




